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Martial Eagle by Andrew Stainthorpe 

 

Trip report compiled by tour leader Andrew Stainthorpe 
 

This private tour concentrated on the great Kruger National Park, nestled in the eastern corner of 

South Africa along the Lebombo Mountains. We covered much of the wide range of possible biomes 

in this huge reserve, from the central grassland savannahs of the basaltic plains and the granitic 

broad-leaved woodlands with their granite outcrops, to rivers that criss-cross the park. Over and 

above the large range of resident bird species that we observed in this great diversity of habitats, 

we also saw many of the mammal species that call this great National Park their home.  
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After meeting up at the International airport we made our way down to the hot and humid Lowveld 

for our first evening along the banks of the Blyde River, picking up our initial few birds en route, 

including the migratory Amur Falcon, Brown-

hooded Kingfisher, attractive Little Bee-eater and 

lovely Blue Waxbill. A good dinner under the 

African sky with the moon rising was a great way 

to start this tour! 

 

The following morning saw us stretching our legs 

a little with a walk around the lodge grounds and 

the surrounding bushveld. We were fortunate and 

picked up some good birds, including Yellow-

rumped and Red-fronted Tinkerbird, Bearded 

Scrub Robin, the stunning Purple-crested Turaco, 

African Pygmy Kingfisher, Yellow-breasted 

Apalis, the tiny jewel-like Collard Sunbird, and 

Kurrichane Thrush running around on the lawns. A small herd of the attractive Nyala feeding along 

the river’s edge was also added before enjoying a wonderful breakfast under some large trees over-

looking the river. We then said our good-byes to the area and made our way to the famous Kruger 

National Park. En route we stopped a few 

times and added some wonderful and 

colourful birds to our list, which included the 

stunning Southern Carmine Bee-eater, 

Stierling’s Wren-Warbler, European Roller, 

Chinspot Batis, Cape and Burchell’s 

Starling, Wahlberg’s Eagle, a juvenile 

Bateleur and a small group of Senegal 

Lapwings as we entered the Orpen gate. 

 

As we proceeded towards our camp we 

added Cape, White-backed, Lappet-faced 

and Hooded Vultures circling over the hot 

bushveld, Southern Yellow-billed and Red-

billed Hornbill, Swainson’s Spurfowl, 

Levaillant’s Cuckoo, the migratory Red-backed Shrike, impressive Southern Ground Hornbill, regal 

Martial Eagle and a few Marabou Storks. On the mammal front we had good sightings of Impala, 

Greater Kudu, Burchell’s Zebra, and African Elephant before even reaching the camp. A short 

break and we were out again exploring the 

surrounding grasslands, before heading back to 

the camp for an early dinner. Here a calling 

African Scops Owl, which we soon located, 

added a little distraction before heading out on a 

night drive. The drive produced a rather sick 

looking male Lion, a disappearing Porcupine, a 

sleeping Flap-necked Chameleon, a pair of Side-

striped Jackal and an African Wildcat, among the 

more common antelope. On the birding side we 

had two sightings of the large Verreaux’s Eagle 

Owl, Spotted Thick-knee, Crowned Lapwing and 

Bronze-winged Courser, whilst in the background 

Southern Carmine Bee-eater by Andrew Stainthorpe 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill by Andrew Stainthorpe 

European Roller by Andrew Stainthorpe 



Trip Report Hoverman Private Tour – Kruger National Park – March 2014 

 

 
 

3 

thunderstorms were brewing, which gave us a great light show later. 

 

The following morning saw us waking to grey skies with a little rain, and though this did dampen 

our spirits a bit we nevertheless headed out into the surrounding grasslands again, adding Rufous-

naped, Flappet and Sabota Lark, Natal 

Spurfowl, Crested Francolin, African Crake, 

Jacobin Cuckoo, a number of Double-banded 

Sandgrouse and the smart looking Woodland 

Kingfisher. On the mammal side, we had a 

great sighting of Southern Giraffe with their 

associated Red-billed Oxpeckers, Burchell’s 

Zebra, Blue Wildebeest and Slender Mongoose. 

After breakfast we then made our down 

towards Skukuza, where a flock of agitated 

birds drew our attention to a female Boomslang 

in an Acacia tree. In attendance were the 

attractive Orange-breasted Bushshrike, Black-

backed Puffback, Cape Starling and Southern 

Grey-headed Sparrow. Thereafter we picked up 

some young Lion clubs, and had good views of a herd of African Elephant and an old African 

Buffalo bull. In addition, the numbers of 

European and Lilac-breasted Rollers were 

impressive. Once again a short break was taken 

before heading out again, where we added our 

first White Rhino and enjoyed a good view of a 

Tawny Eagle, the smart European Bee-eater, 

Burchell’s Coucal and Southern Black 

Flycatcher.   

 

Another warm and humid day was on the cards 

the next day as we left the camp and made our 

way down along the Sabie River towards Lower 

Sabie for breakfast. We picked up many good 

birds en route, including the comical Helmeted 

Guineafowl, Yellow-billed Stork, bizarre 

Hamerkop, Black-winged Kite, Brown Snake Eagle, Black-winged Stilt, Three-banded Plover and a 

few other waders at a small dam, a juvenile 

Klaas’s Cuckoo, Giant Kingfisher, White-

bellied Sunbird and African Pied Wagtail. 

Further sightings of Lion, African Elephant and 

Buffalo, Nyala and Bushbuck were had, but one 

of the highlights most go to the antics of the 

Chacma Baboon troops and two large male 

Lions walking past the vehicle, making one feel 

very small and vulnerable! On arriving at 

Lower Sabie for breakfast we were treated to 

some good birds in the parking lot, with the 

attractive Greater Blue-eared Starling, Yellow-

fronted Canary, Speckled Mousebird, Cardinal 

Woodpecker, smart Southern Boubou and some 

Southern Giraffe by Andrew Stainthorpe 

European Bee-eater by Andrew Stainthorpe 

Three-banded Plover by Andrew Stainthorpe 
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nest building Bronze Mannikin putting in an appearance. The trip back was fairly quiet due to rising 

temperatures and the thick green vegetation. 

 

An early dinner was held as we were heading out for a night drive again, which started with a 

sighting of a sleeping Leopard that had recently enjoyed a good dinner as well, judging by his 

rounded stomach, followed by a Large-spotted Genet and then only Impala, Scrub Hare and Greater 

Kudu being seen for the rest of the drive. The 

birds however saved the day (or night!) with 

sightings of European, Fiery-necked and 

Freckled Nightjars, Spotted Eagle-Owl, Bronze-

winged Courser, and both Spotted and Water 

Thick-knee putting in an appearance.   

 

Another grey dawn greeted us the next day as we 

made our way towards the broad-leaved 

woodland’s around Pretouriskop. Once again the 

thick bush made game viewing almost 

impossible, but again a few common animals 

showed themselves. On the birding front it was 

also slow but we did manage to add an uncommon Black Coucal, a brief view of a Eurasian Hobby, 

a juvenile Dark Chanting Goshawk, Yellow-throated Petronia, Pale Flycatcher and an excellent 

view of a Green Pigeon feeding on a Tassel Berry Tree. A walk around Pretouriskop camp 

produced excellent sightings of Groundscraper and Kurrichane Thrush, Green Wood Hoopoe, 

Black-headed Oriole, and Retz’s Helmetshrike. The afternoon drive saw us finding a small group of 

Lions before they moved off into the bush, and a huge Hippopotamus out on his evening 

 stroll before starting his dinner of grass. African Hawk-Eagle, Ashy Flycatcher and Green-winged 

Pytilia were added to the list as well. 

 

Our last day came too quickly and it wasn’t 

long before we started our trip out of the Kruger 

and back up to Johannesburg. But Kruger held a 

few surprise still after breakfast; starting off 

with a large herd of African Buffalo with two 

White Rhino in between them, with the Rhinos 

finally crossing the road in front of us. With 

many of the side roads closed due to the recent 

floods we were forced to stay on the main road, 

and this paid off with a wonderful sighting of 

ten African Wild Dogs finishing off their meal 

of an Impala. We also added Southern White-

crowned Shrike, Eastern Paradise Whydah, the 

attractive Diederik Cuckoo and Red-breasted 

Swallow – not a bad way to end off our stay in the Kruger National Park! En route to Johannesburg 

we also stopped and did a bit of “Highveld” birding and we managed to add Banded Martin, 

Southern Anteating Chat, African Stonechat and a brief view of an African Cuckoo-Hawk. 

 

Another wonderful trip was had with some great mammal sightings and fantastic birds, not to 

mention excellent company in the truly wonderful setting of the magnificent Kruger National Park!      

 

African Green Pigeon by Andrew Stainthorpe 

White Rhino with Buffalo Looking on by Andrew Stainthorpe 
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BIRD LIST (Species 203, including 4 birds heard & not seen) 
 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2013. IOC World Bird List (v 4.1) Birds of the 

World: Recommended English Names (2006) Princeton University Press. Notes are provided where Clements differs; 

alternatively Clements names are in parenthesis. 

 
Key: E: regional endemic, NE: regional near-endemic 

Guineafowl  Numididae 

Helmeted Guineafowl     Numida meleagris 

Good numbers of these comical birds were seen during our stay in the Park, including numerous young birds. 

 

Pheasants, Fowl & Allies  Phasianidae 
Crested Francolin     Dendroperdix sephaena 

This lovely francolin was seen quite frequently in the Park. 
Note: Clements places the above species in the Francolinus genus. 

Natal Spurfowl (NE)     Pternistis natalensis 

Good sightings and numbers of these attractive Spurfowl were had in the Park. 
Note: Clements places the above species in the Francolinus genus and uses the common name: Natal Francolin. 

Swainson’s Spurfowl (NE)    Pternistis swainsonii 
This attractive species was seen well in Kruger. 
Note: Clements places the above species in the Francolinus genus 

 

Ducks & Geese  Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling Duck    Dendrocygna viduata 

Good numbers of this attractive duck were seen around some of the dams. 
Spur-winged Goose     Plectropterus gambensis 

A single bird was seen feeding in the flooded grass around the Kumana dam en route to Tshokwane. 

Knob-billed Duck     Sarkidiornis melanotos 
These attractive ducks were seen sitting in a tree overlooking the Kumana dam. 
Note: Clements does not accept the split between Knob-billed Duck [Sarkidiornis melanotos] and Comb Duck [Sarkidiornis 
sylvicola] but lumps it with Comb Duck [Sarkidiornis melanotos]. 

Egyptian Goose     Alopochen aegyptiacus 

These common geese were recorded throughout the tour. 

Yellow-billed Duck     Anas undulate 
Only recorded at wetlands on our last day en route to Johannesburg. 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe      Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Small numbers of this rather common bird were seen at several dams throughout the tour.  

 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

Distant and brief views were had on a pan in the Middelburg area, on our first day. 
 

Storks  Ciconidae 
Yellow-billed Stork     Mycteria ibis 

Two birds were seen at Sunset dam outside of Lower Sabie. 

Woolly-necked Stork     Ciconia episcopus 
Our first bird was a single bird seen at Leeupan and then another single bird later around Skukuza. 

Marabou Stork     Leptoptilos crumenifer 

Good numbers of these scavengers were seen outside of Satara and Skukuza. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis     Threskiornis aethiopicus 
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Two birds were seen flying over a wetland en route to Johannesburg on our last day. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Sacred Ibis  
Hadada Ibis      Bostrychia hagedash 

A common bird seen on a daily bases on the tour. 
Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

Four birds were seen feeding in some flooded grass around the Kumana dam. 

African Spoonbill     Platalea alba 

This attractive bird was seen feeding in the Kumana dam en route to Tshokwane. 
 

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Western Cattle Egret     Bubulcus ibis 

Small groups of these common Egrets were seen, mostly outside of the Kruger National Park.  
Note: Clements does not accept this split and lumps this with Eastern Cattle Egret as one species: Cattle Egret B. ibis. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea 
This widespread species was recorded at most of the dams and rivers during the tour. 

Black-headed Heron     Ardea melanocephala 

This grassland species was seen once at the Kumana dam. 
Great Egret      Ardea alba 

We had a single sighting on our last day along the Crocodile River as we excited the Park. 

 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 
Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta 
This bizarre looking species was recorded well at various dams and rivers in the Park. 

 

Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed Cormorant     Phalacrocorax africanus 

A few were seen at Sunset dam outside of Lower Sabie, sunning themselves. 
Note: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Phalacrocorax and uses the common name: Long-tailed Cormorant. 

White-breasted Cormorant    Phalacrocorax lucidus 

A few were seen sunning themselves at the Nyamundwa dam. 
Note: Clements treats this sub-Saharan bird as a race of the Great Cormorant P. carbo. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Black-winged Kite     Elanus caeruleus 
This attractive raptor was seen on a few occasions both in and outside of the Kruger. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Black-shouldered Kite. 

African Cuckoo-Hawk     Aviceda cuculoides 

A single bird was seen flying over some agriculture fields near Belfast on our last day. 

Hooded Vulture     Necrosyrtes monachus 
A few of these small vultures were seen taking off and landing near Orpen gate. 

White-backed Vulture     Gyps africanus 

This, the region’s most widespread and numerous vulture, was seen on numerous occasions.  
Cape Vulture (BE)     Gyps coprotheres 

A singleton was recorded flying over the road close to Belfast. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Cape Griffon. 

White-headed Vulture     Trigonoceps occipitalis 

A single bird was seen perched in a tree whilst on an afternoon drive out of Skukuza. 
Lappet-faced Vulture     Torgos tracheliotos 

Our largest vulture was also seen flying up from a carcass near Orpen gate on the first day. 

Brown Snake Eagle     Circaetus cinereus 
A few of these all-brown eagles were seen almost daily. 

Bateleur      Terathopius ecaudatus 

This stunning short-tailed eagle with its characteristic flight was seen on a few occasions. 

Martial Eagle      Polemaetus bellicosus 
What an impressive bird! We had good sightings of both adult and juvenile birds in the Park. 
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Wahlberg’s Eagle     Hieraaetus wahlbergi 

Two were seen soaring over the wooded savannah en route to Orpen gate. 

Tawny Eagle      Aquila rapax 
We had two separate sightings of this handsome species. 

African Hawk-Eagle     Hieraaetus spilogaster 

A single bird was seen late one afternoon perched next to the road near Skukuza. 
Gabar Goshawk     Micronisus gabar 

A singleton was seen flying over whilst at Satara; better views were needed. 

Dark Chanting Goshawk    Melierax metabates 

We managed to pick up a juvenile en route to Pretoriuskop.  
Yellow-billed Kite      Milvus aegyptius 

Only a single bird was seen en route to Orpen gate on our first morning. 

African Fish Eagle     Haliaeetus vocifer 
This majestic eagle was seen twice, with the best view at Nyamundwa dam. 

 

Falcons Falconidae 
Amur Falcon      Falco amurensis 

A few of these migrant falcons were seen along the road en route to Kruger and then on the return trip to 
Johannesburg. 

Eurasian Hobby     Falco subbuteo 

A single bird was seen briefly flying over us en route to Pretoriuskop. 
 

Rails, Gallinules & Coots  Rallidae 
African Crake      Crex egregia 

A singleton of this uncommon species was seen walking in the road near Satara. 

Red-knobbed Coot     Fulica cristata 
This common water bird was seen at a small water body en route to Johannesburg. 

 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 

Water Thick-knee     Burhinus vermiculatus 
Good sightings around some of the smaller dams in the Kruger National Park. 

Spotted Thick-knee     Burhinus capensis 

Our night drive around Skukuza produced good numbers of these nocturnal birds. 
 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

We had excellent views of a few around the Sunset dam outside of Lower Sabie. 
 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing      Vanellus armatus 
This common species was recorded on most days. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Blacksmith Plover. 

Senegal Lapwing     Vanellus lugubris 

This is quite an unpredictable species, which was seen well at Orpen gate. 

Crowned Lapwing     Vanellus coronatus 
First seen on our night drive out of Satara and then on our last day near Malelane gate. 

Three-banded Plover     Charadrius tricollaris 

The widespread, inland freshwater plover was recorded well at Sunset dam. 
 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 

African Jacana      Actophilornis africanus 

The lovely long-toed lily-trotter was seen in good numbers around the Kumana dam en route to Tshokwane 

from Satara, and later at the Voortrekker dam en route to Skukuza from Pretoriuskop. 
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Sandpipers & Allies  Scolopacidae 

Marsh Sandpiper     Tringa stagnatilis 

A singleton of these long and slim-billed waders was seen feeding around Sunset dam. 

Common Greenshank     Tringa nebularia 
This large wader was seen along the Sabie River. 

Wood Sandpiper     Tringa glareola 

Seen at a few of the water holes, with the best view at Sunset dam. 

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 
A few of these smart tail-bobbing waders were seen, with the best view at Sunset dam. 

Ruff       Philomachus pugnax 

A pair was seen at Sunset dam outside of Lower Sabie. 
 

Coursers & Pratincoles  Glareolidae 
Bronze-winged Courser    Rhinoptilus chalcopterus 

This attractive nocturnal courser was seen on both night drives. 

 

Gulls & Terns  Laridae 
Whiskered Tern     Chlidonias hybridus 

A single bird was seen flying over Leeupan. 

 

Sandgrouse  Pteroclidae 
Double-banded Sandgrouse (NE)   Pterocles bicinctus 
Good numbers and excellent views were had of this attractive game bird. 

 

Doves & Pigeons  Columbidae 
Rock Dove       Columba livia 
This very successful city coloniser was recorded at various towns during the tour. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Rock Pigeon. 

Mourning Collared Dove    Streptopelia decipiens 

This attractive bird was seen around Satara. 

Red-eyed Dove      Streptopelia semitorquata 
This large, widespread and common dove was seen over the first few days of the tour. 

Ring-necked Dove     Streptopelia capicola 

This widespread and common species was observed on most days. 
Laughing Dove      Streptopelia senegalensis 

Another of the more widespread doves, which was encountered during most of the tour. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove    Turtur chalcospilos 

This attractive woodland species was recorded on most days. 
African Green Pigeon     Treron calva 

A very colourful pigeon, seen feeding in a Tassel Berry tree en route to Pretoriuskop. 
 

Parrots & Allies  Psittacidae 
Brown-headed Parrot      Poicephalus cryptoxanthus 

We had great views of these savannah parrots on our last day. 

 

Turacos  Musophagidae 
Purple-crested Turaco     Tauraco porphyreolophus 
Stunning views were had of these colourful birds along the Blyde River and in Pretoriuskop. 

Grey Go-away-bird     Corythaixoides concolor 

Good sightings of these rather plain looking birds were had. 
 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 

Burchell’s Coucal     Centropus burchellii 
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We had a few sightings of this large species drying themselves along the road verges. 

Black Coucal      Centropus grillii 

This rare bird was seen well en route to Pretoriuskop; a very uncommon bird in Kruger! 
Levaillant’s Cuckoo     Clamator levaillantii 

A single bird was seen en route to Satara on our first day. 

Jacobin Cuckoo     Clamator jacobinus 
This pied cuckoo was seen in the vicinity of Timbavati Picnic site. 

Diederik Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx caprius 

A handsome bird, which was seen on our last day near Skukuza. 

Klaas’s Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx klaas 
Another attractive cuckoo, we saw a juvenile bird en route to Lower Sabie. 

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 
African Scops Owl     Otus senegalensis 
This small, smart looking little owl was first heard calling and then tracked down in Satara. 

Spotted Eagle-Owl     Bubo africanus 

Numerous sightings of this largish owl were had on our night drive out of Skukuza. 

Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl     Bubo lacteus 
Two of these huge birds were seen during our night drive out of Satara. 

 

Nightjars & Allies  Caprimulgidae 

European Nightjar     Caprimulgus europaeus 
A singleton was seen on the night drive out of Skukuza.  

Fiery-necked Nightjar     Caprimulgus pectoralis 

A few birds were seen on our night drive out of Skukuza, with its call often heard from the camps. 

Freckled Nightjar     Caprimulgus tristigma 
This greyish nightjar was seen sitting in the road near a rocky out crop close to Skukuza. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
African Palm Swift     Cypsiurus parvus 
This delicate, long-tailed swift was recorded at several localities. 

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

The most common residential swift of the region was seen almost daily. 

White-rumped Swift     Apus caffer 
This longer tailed swift was seen mostly over the first two days of the tour. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 
Speckled Mousebird     Colius striatus 
This common mousebird was recorded at several localities over the last two days. 

Red-faced Mousebird     Urocolius indicus 

Seen at a few localities during the first few days and heard more often than seen. 
 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
Lilac-breasted Roller     Coracias caudata 

This colourful bird was seen every day. 

European Roller     Coracias garrulus 
This migrant bird was one of the most common birds. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher    Halcyon albiventris 

A pair was seen perched on a fence as we arrived at our lodge on the Blyde River. 
Woodland Kingfisher     Halcyon senegalensis 
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This vocal and gorgeous inter-African migrant was seen on numerous occasions during our stay in the Park, 

with a young bird giving us excellent photographic opportunities.  

African Pygmy Kingfisher    Ispidina picta 
A juvenile bird was seen on our morning walk along the Blyde River.  

Malachite Kingfisher     Alcedo cristatus 

We encountered this little gem of a kingfisher at some of the smaller dams. 
Giant Kingfisher     Megaceryle maxima 

This huge Kingfisher species was recorded twice with the best sighting being a confiding bird sitting on the 

bridge over the Sabie River. 

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 
The world’s most widespread kingfisher was seen a few times at the smaller dams and rivers.  
 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Little Bee-eater     Merops pusillus 
A few sightings of this good-looking bee-eater were had, with the best coming along the Sabie River. 

European Bee-eater     Merops apiaster 

Another one of our migrant birds that was common during our visit to the Park. 

Southern Carmine Bee-eater    Merops nubicoides 
What a stunning bird, which we were fortunate to have numerous good sightings of, especially around 

Satara. 

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
African Hoopoe     Upupa africana 

This smart-looking bird was recorded whilst walking around Pretoriuskop camp. 
Note: Clements lumps this species with Eurasian Hoopoe as Upupa epops 

 

Woodhoopoes  Phoeniculidae 
Green Wood Hoopoe     Phoeniculus purpureus 
Small groups of these often noisy birds were seen in Satara and later in Pretoriuskop camp. 

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 
African Grey Hornbill     Tockus nasutus 

Good sightings were had, especially around the Satara area. 
Southern Red-billed Hornbill    Tockus rufirostris 

This species was seen well throughout the Park. 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill (NE)   Tockus leucomelas 

Again, good numbers were seen throughout the Park allowing for good photo opportunities. 
Trumpeter Hornbill     Ceratogymna bucinator 

We were fortunate to have a sighting of these raucous birds whilst in the Satara area. 
Note: Clements places this species under the genus Ceratogymna 

 

Ground Hornbills  Bucorvidae 
Southern Ground Hornbill    Bucorvus leadbeateri 
These endangered, large hornbills were fortunately seen on two of our days in the Park, and heard calling on 

the last evening. 

 

Barbets  Capitonidae 
Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus bilineatus 

We were fortunate to see a pair along the Blyde riverine forest. 

Red-fronted Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus pusillus 

Again two birds were seen in the gardens of our lodge along the Blyde River, but as cooperative as the 
species above.  

Black-collared Barbet     Lybius torquatus 

We had good sightings of theses duetting birds with our best sighting on the first morning. 
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Crested Barbet      Trachyphonus vaillantii 

This brightly patterned barbet was seen well in the Satara camp grounds. 
 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker    Campethera abingoni 

This good-looking bird joined us for breakfast on the first morning. 

Cardinal Woodpecker     Dendropicos fuscescens 

This very small woodpecker species was seen well in the parking lot at Lower Sabie. 
Bearded Woodpecker     Dendropicos namaquus 

Attracted by its call, we managed to locate a single bird in a dry fig tree in the Satara camp grounds; the 

region’s largest woodpecker. 
 

Wattle-eyes and Batises  Platysteiridae 
Chinspot Batis      Batis molitor 

This pretty little bird was seen on numerous occasions. 
 

Helmetshrikes  Prionopidae 
Retz’s Helmetshrike     Prionops retzii 

A group of these smart and good looking birds were seen in the Pretoriuskop camp grounds. 

 

Bushshrikes  Malaconotidae 
Grey-headed Bushshrike    Malaconotus olivaceus 
Unfortunately only heard calling and not seen. 

Orange-breasted Bushshrike    Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 

An excited pair of these attractive birds was seen in a tree near Satara mobbing a Boomslang, a special 
sighting! 
Note: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Telophorus and uses the common name Sulphur-breasted Bushshrike. 

Brown-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra australis 

We also had excellent sightings of these birds showing off their brown crowns on an afternoon drive out of 

Skukuza. 
Black-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra senegala 

A pair of these birds interacting with one another was had en route to Tshokwane; another excellent sighting 

of a species that is heard far more often than seen. 
Black-backed Puffback    Dryoscopus cubla 

Commonly recorded in the denser parts during our tour, and we had an excellent sighting on our first 

mornings walk. 

Southern Boubou (E)     Laniarius ferrugineus 
Good sightings of this endemic whilst at Lower Sabie. 

Brubru       Nilaus afer 

This good looking bird was seen on our first morning and heard more often after that. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Magpie Shrike      Urolestes melanoleucus 

This striking species was seen in good numbers in woodlands. 
Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Corvinella 

Southern White-crowned Shrike   Eurocephalus anguitimens 
We finally managed to catch up with this good looking shrike on our last few days. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: White-crowned Shrike 

Red-backed Shrike     Lanius collurio 

This small and attractive shrike was seen in good numbers. 

Lesser Grey Shrike     Lanius minor 
Another migratory bird, which was seen well in the grasslands around Satara. 

Southern Fiscal     Lanius collaris 

This is a common bird throughout South Africa and was seen on our last day en route to Johannesburg. 
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Orioles  Oriolidae 
Black-headed Oriole     Oriolus larvatus 

A vocal species, we finally managed good looks of both adult and juvenile birds in the camp grounds of 
Pretoriuskop. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: African Black-headed Oriole. 

Drongos  Dicruridae 
Fork-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus adsimilis 

This common species was recorded on all days. 

 

Monarchs  Monarchidae 
African Paradise Flycatcher    Terpsiphone viridis 
A brief view of a single female was seen along the Sabie River, better views were required. 

 

Tits  Paridae 

Southern Black Tit (NE)    Melaniparus niger 
A bird we encountered on a few occasions. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Rufous-naped Lark     Mirafra africana 

A singing bird helped us locate this vocal lark in the grasslands around Satara. 
Flappet Lark      Mirafra rufocinnamomea 

Taking off from the road, this bird gave its characteristic flight behaviour of flapping its wings. 

Sabota Lark (NE)     Calendulauda sabota 
A few of these boldly marked larks were seen around the Satara area. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Dark-capped Bulbul     Pycnonotus tricolor 
A common bird, which we recorded throughout. 
Note: Clements lumps this bird with Common, Somali and Dodson’s Bulbul as Common Bulbul P. barbatus 

Sombre Greenbul     Andropadus importunus 

A species that is more often heard than seen; we had a sighting along the Sabie River. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 

Banded Martin     Riparia cincta 

A few were recorded over the grasslands en route to Johannesburg. 

Barn Swallow      Hirundo rustica 

This common migratory swallow was seen on a daily base. 
White-throated Swallow    Hirundo albigularis 

A pair of these smart swallows was recorded over a small stream en route to Johannesburg. 

Wire-tailed Swallow     Hirundo smithii 
We first saw these small swallows over the Sabie River and later at Sunset dam. 
Rock Martin      Hirundo fuligula 

A few were seen on the last day en route to Johannesburg. 
Greater Striped Swallow    Cecropis cucullata 

As with the above species, it was seen on our last day en route to Johannesburg. 

Lesser Striped Swallow    Cecropis abyssinica 

This species was seen on our first day en route to Orpen Gate. 
Red-breasted Swallow     Cecropis semirufa 

A single bird was seen on our last day in the vicinity of Afsaal picnic site. 

     

Crombecs & African Warblers  Macrosphenidea 
Long-billed Crombec     Sylvietta rufescens 
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We found this almost tail-less bird just outside of Skukuza on our last morning. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Cape Crombec. 

 

Leaf Warblers & Allies  Phylloscopidae 
Willow Warbler     Phylloscopus trochilus 

Unfortunately only heard calling and not seen. 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Icterine Warbler     Hippolais icterina 

Unfortunately only heard calling and not seen. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Red-faced Cisticola     Cisticola erythrops 
Also only heard. 

Rattling Cisticola     Cisticola chinianus 

This noisy and conspicuous species was recorded almost daily. 
Neddicky      Cisticola fulvicapilla 

A few sightings were had of this rather plain bird. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Piping Cisticola. 

Wing-snapping Cisticola    Cisticola ayresii 

This tiny little Cisticola was seen in grasslands en route to Johannesburg. 
Tawny-flanked Prinia     Prinia subflava 

We had a few sightings of this long-tailed species. 

Yellow-breasted Apalis    Apalis flavida 
An excellent sighting was had of these small, good looking birds on our first morning’s walk. 
Green-backed Camaroptera    Camaroptera brachyura 
We had good sightings of this tiny yet very vocal species at a number of sites in the Park. 
Note: Clements lumps the two Camaroptera species as Greenbacked Camaroptera C. brachyura. 

Stierling’s Wren-Warbler    Calamonastes stierlingi 
Excellent views were had of two birds en route to Orpen gate on our first morning. 

 

Laughingthrushes  Leiothrichidae 
Arrow-marked Babbler    Turdoides jardineii 

A number of sightings were had of these vocal and gregarious birds. 
 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye (E)     Zosterops capensis 

These smart little chaps were seen on our first morning’s walk and heard regularly thereafter. 
Note: Clements lumps this species with the Orange River White-eye Z. pallidus as Cape White-eye Z. pallidus. 

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 

Common Myna     Acridotheres tristis 

A species that was introduced to Durban in 1900 and is common around urban centres. 

Wattled Starling     Creatophora cinerea 
We only had one sighting of this nomadic species flying in the distance on our last day. 

Cape Starling (NE)     Lamprotornis nitens 

We had daily sightings of these iridescent birds  
Note:  That Clements uses the common name: Cape Glossy-Starling.  

Greater Blue-eared Starling    Lamprotornis chalybaeus 
Good sightings of these shinning birds were had in Lower Sabie. 
Note:  That Clements uses the common name: Greater Blue-eared Glossy-Starling.  

Burchell's Starling (NE)    Lamprotornis australis 

We observed this large iridescent starling most days of the tour.  
Note:  That Clements uses the common name: Burchell’s Glossy-Starling.  

Pied Starling (E)     Lamprotornis bicolor 
Good numbers of this endemic were seen en route to Johannesberg. 
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Note: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Spreo and uses the common name: African Pied Starling. 
Violet-backed Starling     Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

This stunning starling was seen on a few occasions. 

Red-winged Starling     Onychognathus morio 
This large starling was seen at Pretoriuskop, where its distinctive call altered us to its presences. 

 

Oxpeckers  Buphagidae 

Red-billed Oxpecker     Buphagus erythrorhynchus 
These birds were seen well descending and sitting on animals throughout the Park. 

 

Thrushes & Allies  Turdidae 

Groundscraper Thrush    Psophocichla litsitsirupa 

Good views of these lovely birds were had on our walk around Pretoriuskop. 
Kurrichane Thrush     Turdus libonyanus 

Seen on our first morning walk and then later again in the Pretoriuskop camp. 

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 

Bearded Scrub Robin      Cercotrichas quadrivirgata 
Great views were had of a pair in the undergrowth along the Blyde River on our first morning. 

White-browed Scrub Robin    Cercotrichas leucophrys 

A good sighting of a calling bird was had en route to Pretoriuskop. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Red-backed Scrub-Robin. 

African Stonechat     Saxicola torquatus 

A common bird in South Africa, we had sightings in the highland grasslands en route to Johannesburg. 
Note: Clements’s calls this species Stonechat and lumps it with Eurasian and Siberian Stonechats. 

Ant-eating Chat (E)     Myrmecocichla formicivora 

We had a few of these brown chats in the grasslands en route to Johannesburg.  
Note: Clements uses the common name: Southern Anteater-Chat. 

Southern Black Flycatcher    Melaenornis pammelaina 
This finer black bird was seen at a variety of locations; mostly in the broad-leafed woodlands. 

Pale Flycatcher     Bradornis pallidus 

This paler flycatcher was seen in the broad-leafed woodlands en route to Pretoriuskop. 
Spotted Flycatcher     Muscicapa striata 

This summer migrant was seen on a few occasions during the tour. 

Ashy Flycatcher     Muscicapa caerulescens 
This good-looking bird was seen along the Sabie River. 

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 
Collared Sunbird     Hedydipna collaris 

We had sightings of this tiny jewel of a bird on our first morning and later again around the Sabie River. 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird    Chalcomitra senegalensis 
Unfortunately, only the female of this lovely bird was seen at Pretoriuskop. 

Marico Sunbird     Cinnyris mariquensis 

A single bird was seen on our first morning at Orpen gate. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Mariqua Sunbird. 

White-bellied Sunbird     Cinnyris talatala 
This small iridescent species was seen on a few occasions. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: White-breasted Sunbird 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 

This introduced species was commonly seen in most urban areas and at Lower Sabie. 
Southern Grey-headed Sparrow (NE)   Passer diffusus 
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Good numbers were seen during our visit to the Park. It was their agitated calls that helped us locate a female 

Boomslang in an Acacia tree near Satara; an excellent sighting!! 

Yellow-throated Petronia    Gymnornis superciliaris 
We had good views of a few birds in the broad-leafed woodlands en route to Pretoriuskop. 
Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Petronia 

 

 

Weavers & Allies  Ploceidae 
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver    Bubalornis niger 

We had sightings of this species in the Satara area and at Sunset dam, where their large stick nest was being 
used as a roosting spot for some Reed Cormorants. 

Spectacled Weaver     Ploceus ocularis 

Good views of both male and female birds were had in Pretoriuskop camping grounds. 
Lesser Masked Weaver    Ploceus intermedius 

With the end of the breeding season approaching, these birds have already started losing their breeding 

colours; a few birds were seen at Skukuza. 
Southern Masked Weaver    Ploceus velatus 

As with the above species, a partial non-breeding bird was seen at Skukuza on our last day. 

Village Weaver     Ploceus cucullatus 

This species was seen around Lower Sabie, where the males were starting to go into their non-breeding 
plumage.  

Red-billed Quelea     Quelea quelea 

A few small flocks were seen flying around the grasslands near Satara. 
White-winged Widowbird    Euplectes albonotatus 

We had a distant sighting in the long grass en route to Pretoriuskop.  

 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 

Green-winged Pytilia     Pytilia melba 
A great view of a pair of these attractive birds was had along the Sabie River. 

Blue Waxbill       Uraeginthus angolensis 

This species was commonly recorded. 
Note: Clements common name for this bird is Blue-breasted Cordonbleu. 

Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild 
A small flock was seen in some long grass en route to Pretouriskop. 

Bronze Mannikin     Lonchura cucullata 

A bird was seen carrying nesting material whilst at Lower Sabie. 
 

Indigobirds & Whydahs  Viduidae 

Pin-tailed Whydah     Vidua macroura 

A single male bird in breeding plumage was seen sitting on a fence on our last day of the tour en route to 

Johannesburg. 
Long-tailed Paradise Whydah    Vidua paradisaea 

A male bird was seen briefly on our last day en route to Malelane gate and as with many of the birds that 

attain breeding plumage this one was also starting to lose his long tail. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Eastern Paradise-Whydah. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
African Pied Wagtail     Motacilla aguimp 

We had a number of good sightings of these pied birds at various dams and rivers. 

African Pipit      Anthus cinnamomeus 
This common species was seen on a few occasions in the grasslands around Satara. 

Buffy Pipit      Anthus vaalensis 

Two of these large pipits with their plain-backs and pinkish lower mandible were recorded along the road 
near Timbavati Picnic site. 
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Finches  Fringillidae 

Yellow-fronted Canary    Crithagra mozambica 

This good-looking and common canary was seen on a few days. 
Note: Clements places the above birds in the genus Serinus. 

Cape Canary (E)     Serinus canicollis 
We had good sightings of small flocks en route to Johannesburg. 

 

Buntings  Emberizidae 
Golden-breasted Bunting    Emberiza flaviventris 
We had a few sightings of these eye-catching birds in the woodlands around the Park. 

 

  

MAMMAL SPECIES LIST (31 Species Recorded) 
 

Note: Names and taxanomical order of the land mammals follow that of ‘ The Kingdon Field Guide to African 
Mammals’; additional names are given in parenthesis and are likely to appear in other popular field guides. 

 

Baboons and Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 
Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus 

We had numerous sightings of these powerful primates, mainly around Skukuza. 

Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus aethiops 
A common species, it was seen at most localities during our tour.  

 

Bushbabies  Loridae 
Thick-tailed Bushbaby Galago crassicaudatus 
This large species of bush baby was unfortunate only heard calling whilst staying in Skukuza. 

 

Hares & Rabbits  Leporidae 
Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis 

A number of these animals were seen on the night drives in the Kruger National Park. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
Tree Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi 
We had numerous sightings of these small bushveld squirrels, mostly in the camps. 

 

Porcupines  Hystricidae 
Porcupine Hystrix africaeaustralis 
A brief view of an animal disappearing into the long grass was had whilst on the night drive at Satara. 

 

Dogs & Allies  Canidae 
Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 

A pair of these smart little animals was had on the night drive from Satara camp and a single animal was 
seen the follow day. 

Side-striped Jackal Canis adustus 

We were fortunate to have a sighting of a pair of these uncommon jackals whilst on the night drive from 
Satara. 

African Wilddog Lycaon pictus 

At the 11th hour we were fortunate to have an excellent sighting of about 10 animals finishing off the remains 

of an Impala; creating an impressive traffic jam. 

 

Mongooses  Herpestidae 
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Slender Mongoose Herpestes sanguinea 

Single animals were seen on two of our days whilst in the Kruger National Park. 
Dwarf Mongoose  Helogale parvula 
A single animal was seen sitting on top of a termite mound on last morning. 
Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo 

As we were exciting the Kruger National park we had a brief sighting of this larger communal mongoose as 
it crossed the road; some adults carrying young with them. 

 

Genets & Civets  Viverridae 

Blotched Genet Genetta genetta  

We had a good view of one of these lovely omnivores during our night drive out of Skukuza. 
Note: Some authorities call this a Large-spotted Genet. 

 

Cats  Felidae 

African Wild Cat Felis sylvestris 

A single cat was seen sitting near the road verge whilst on our night drive out of Satara. 

Leopard Panthera pardus 
We were fortunate to have good view of a young male sleeping next to the road on our night drive out of 

Skukuza; two hours later and he was still sleeping. 

Lion Panthera leo 
We had four sightings of the ‘King of the Beasts’; the first sighting was of a sickly looking male and then 

three young cubs the following day, and a sighting of four young animals followed by an excellent sighting 

of two large males walking past the vehicle. 

 

Elephants  Elephantidae 
African Elephant Loxodonta africana 

We had very good views of these behemoths almost every day. 

 

Zebras  Equidae 
Common Zebra Equus quagga 
This species was recorded in good numbers, especially in around the Satara area. 
Note: Some authorities call this a Burchell’s or Plains Zebra. 

 

Rhinoceroses  Rhinocerotidae 
White Rhinoceros Ceratotherium simum 

Had an excellent sighting of two animals crossing the road in front of us after two other sightings. 
Note: Some authorities call this a Square-lipped Rhinoceros. 

 

Hippopotamuses  Hippopotamidae 
Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius 

We saw good numbers of these massive semi-aquatic vegetarians during our visit. 

 

Pigs  Suidae 
Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus 

Not the cutest animal in the Kruger National Park, but we did manage a few sightings of them. 
 

Giraffes  Giraffidae 
Southern Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis 

These impossibly-proportioned animals were common in the Satara area where we had excellent sightings of 

them. 
 

Bovids & Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 
African (Cape) Buffalo Syncerus caffer 
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A large herd of about three hundred was seen on the last day; with single sightings of smaller herds and 

single bulls elsewhere. 
Note: Some authorities call this a Cape Buffalo. 

Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros 
We had sightings of this large spiral horned animals at various sites through-out; an impressive animal! 

Nyala Tragelaphus angasii 

We had good sightings of these attractive antelope on our first morning and then later again along the Sabie 

River.  
Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus 

Another of the spiral horned antelopes; we had numerous sightings mainly along the Sabie River. 

Common Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus 
This large and coarse-haired antelope were seen in good numbers and as their name suggest always in the 

vicinity of water. 

Blue Wildebeest  Connochaetes taurinus 

Not many sightings were had of these comical animals, but a few were had in the Satara area. 
Note: Some authorities call this a Brindled Gnu. 

Impala Aepyceros melampus  

This was by far the most common antelope seen, even thou common an attractive species. 

Steenbok Raphicerus campestris 
These common yet dainty antelope were observed in the Satara area. 

Common Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia 

A few of these small antelope, the most widespread duiker in Africa were seen at various locations. 
Note: Some authorities call this a Grey Duiker. 

 

REPTILE and AMPHIBIAN SPECIES LIST (14 Species Recorded) 
 

Leopard Tortoise Geochelone pardalis 

A few of these larger tortoises were seen crossing roads at various sites across the Kruger National Park. 

Speke’s Hinged Tortoise Kinixys spekii 
This attractive small tortoise was seen crossing the main road between Skukuza and Lower Sabie before 

disappearing in the vegetation along-side the road. 
Note: Another commonly used name for this tortoise is the Savannah Hingeback.  

Marsh Terrapin Pelomedusa subrufa 

These common and wide spread aquatic reptiles were seen sunning themselves around some of the dams and 
rivers through-out the Kruger National Park. 

Boomslang Dispholidus typus 

The excited chatter of a group of birds in an Acacia helped us locate this arboreal snake, not far from Satara 
camp. The snake that we saw was a large female of the species. 

Bushveld Lizard Heliobolus lugubris 

A juvenile of this species was seen on our morning walk at our lodge along the Blyde River. 
Variable Skink Mabuya varia 

We had a good sighting of this skink on our first mornings walk. 

Eastern Striped Skink Mabuya striata 

Sightings of these striped lizards were had around Skukuza and Pretouriskop camps. 
Nile Monitor Varanus niloticus 

We finally caught up with this semi-aquatic lizard on our last day, sunning its self on an old concrete bridge 

along the Mlambane River. 
Flap-neck Chameleon Chamaeleo dilepsis 

Our first sighting of this large chameleon was on the night drive out of Satara where the reptile was sleeping 

on a branch. We had many further sightings of this reptile and a few crossing the roads. 
Moreau’s Tropical House Gecko Hemidactylus mabouia 

This common and widespread species was seen on most nights around our accommodation units. 

Cape Dwarf Gecko Lygodactylus capensis 

Whilst walking around Pretouriskop camp we managed to locate one of these diurnal geckos on a hut wall.  
Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus 
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Good numbers of these ancient reptiles were seen around the various water-bodies in the Kruger National 

Park. 

Guttural Toad Bufo gutturalis 
One was recorded at a dinner table on our first evening. 

Foam-nest Frog Chiromantis xerampelina 

This attractive tree frog was found at Lower Sabie. 
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